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fching as history. But the Catholic Church is not only a
human and historical witness of its own origin, constitu-
tion, and authority, it is also a supernatural and divine
witness, which can neither fail nor err. When it cecume-
uically speaks, it is not merely the voice of the Fathers of
the world; it declares what " it hath seemed good to the
Holy Ghost and to us." *

There was a pause, and then Lothair remarked : ; You
said, sir, that the Council would show to the civil powers
of the Christian world the inevitable future they are pre-
paring for themselves ? '

* Even so. Now mark this, my child. At the Council
of Trent the Christian powers were represented, and pro-
perly so. Their seats will be empty at the Council of the
Vatican. What does that mean ? The separation between
Church and State, talked of for a long time, now demon-
strated. And what does separation between Church and
State mean ? That society is no longer consecrated. The
civil governments of the world no longer profess to be
Catholic. The faithful indeed among their subjects will
be represented at the Council by their pastors, but the
civil powers have separated themselves from the Church;
either by royal edict, or legislative enactment, or revolu-
tionary changes, they have abolished the legal status of the
Catholic Church within their territory. It is not their
choice; they are urged on by an invisible power that is
anti- Christian, and which is the true, natural, and impla-
cable enemy of the one visible and universal Church. The
coming anarchy is called progress, because it advances
along the line of departure from the old Christian order of
the world. Christendom was the offspring of the Christian
family, and the foundation of the Christian family is the
sacrament of matrimony, the spring of all domestic and
public morals. The anti-Christian societies are opposed to
the principle of home. When they have destroyed the